[image: ]   
Summer Camp 2013
Welcome Campers and Families,
Thank you for choosing Hildebrandt Learning Center’s School Age Summer Camp Program at Rainbow Learning Center for your child. It’s hard to believe that another summer is just around the corner. After a full school year, your child deserves a fun and exciting summer break; Hildebrandt Learning Centers School Age Summer Camp is just the place! We have an outstanding summer planned for your camper. If you have a returning “camper”, you know that we pack a variety of enjoyable, exciting and educational activities into our summer program. If you are new to our program, we are so excited to welcome you into our camp family. We know that finding the right summer camp can be a tough decision, but we can assure you that your child will have the most amazing camp experience through activities, projects, games and enrichment activities.
Rainbow Learning Center’s Summer Camp program will be held in the pavilion just off of State Drive at the back entrance of Cedar Crest High School.  The hours are 6:30AM to 5:30PM. Throughout the summer your child will experience memorable times by participating in swimming, special visitors, field trips and various child and adult planned activities.  Family boards will be posted to inform you in detail of upcoming events.  Campers will have various opportunities to engage in physical, social/emotional, language, and cognitive activities with content in literacy, mathematics, science and nature, social studies, and the arts.
When you make the decision to send your child to camp, you are providing him/her with an experience that will have a lasting impact. Camp is a place where your child will learn new skills, make friends, grow in confidence, gain a sense of independence, enjoy time outdoors, and just have FUN!
We are looking forward to a fun, enjoyable, and relaxing summer. Summer camp 2013…here we come!
Our motto this summer is:
Explore Your Interests……Discover Your Passion!
Summer Camp Open House

[bookmark: _GoBack]Monday, June 3, 5:30PM@ the Pavilion


When will summer camp begin?
The program this year will begin on June 10th, 2013 and will end August 23th, 2013.                      Summer Camp will not be in session on July 4th, 2012 in observance of Independence Day.
General Information
*Camp Hours: 6:30AM- 5:30PM
*Campers must be dropped off and picked up according to contracted times. The only exception is on Field Trip days; campers will need to be dropped off before the bus departs for the trip. 
*Supervision cards are to be handed to a teacher upon entering camp and returned to their designated space when leaving. 
*Campers must be signed in and out daily by a parent or authorized person. 
*Campers will only be released to persons specifically authorized on Family Contracts and Family Consent and Emergency Contact Forms. Proof of ID will be required. 
*Children may NOT sign themselves in or out. 
*For the safety of all children, individuals may be required to show proof of ID at anytime.
Arrival and Departure
In the morning all children must be accompanied into the program area by an adult and must be placed directly into the supervision of Hildebrandt Learning Centers’ staff only. Children must also be accompanied by an authorized person (as per the Parental Consent and Emergency Contact Form) when leaving the program. Families are required to make verbal and/or visual contact with staff upon drop off and pick up to ensure the safe release of children and to assure all necessary communication is addressed. The family assumes responsibility upon pickup of the child and must supervise the child until exiting the program. Following these guidelines will assure that your child is supervised at all times. 
Children will be released only to the individuals specifically authorized by the parent/guardian on the mandated forms in the child’s file. Families are required to give written consent for any change or addition to this information. 
Please note that all children must depart for a field trip from the summer camp pavilion. Children may not be dropped off or picked up at a field trip location(this includes the pool.) 
Children need to be signed in and signed out each day by a parent/guardian. Supervision Photo Cards must be given to camp staff upon arrival of your child daily. 
Communication/Family Partnership
We value our partnerships with families. Open and frequent communication between families and school age program staff will help your child have a positive experience. The diversity of our community enriches the experiences that are planned in partnership with children and families. We hope you will feel free to talk to staff when you drop off and pick up your child. Your ideas, concerns and comments are always welcome. In addition, please refer to the Daily Communication Board for announcements/field trips and activities for the day.  
 Summer Camp fees and tuition policy:
Your tuition payment is based on the schedule selected on your registration form. 

· Tuition is to be paid by the dates specified on your child’s registration form, regardless of attendance/absence.  A $25.00 late payment fee will be charged if payments are not made by specified dates.
· All tuition payments must be paid by check or money order only. 
· Payments are to be made out to: Hildebrandt Learning Center
· Payments may be dropped off at the Summer Camp location, in the tuition box at the center or mailed to Rainbow Learning Center, 1700 S. Lincoln Ave., Building  #3, Lebanon, Pa 17042
· In the event that a check is returned, an administration fee of $25.00 will be applied to the tuition account. The insufficient funds and returned check fee must be rectified with Hildebrandt Learning Center immediately. 

Required Forms
On your child’s first day of camp, each child’s file must contain the following required forms:
· Family Contract
· Family Consent and Emergency Information
· Health Records Consent Form
· Child Health Report (needed prior to start date) 
· Food Allergy Action Plan (If necessary/needed prior to start date)
· Asthma Action Plan (If necessary/needed prior to start date)
· Non-Prescription Medication Administration Form (if necessary/needed prior to start date)
· Medication Policy Acknowledgement
· Illness Policy Acknowledgement
· Authorization for videotaping/photography
· Sunscreen Application Permission/Waiver  Form
· Family Handbook Acknowledgement (for new enrollments only)
Families are asked to call the center when they anticipate that their camper will not be attending camp on a scheduled day, or if you anticipate arriving early or late to pick up. This will allow the center to staff accordingly and provide reassurance for your child if necessary. 
The Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare requires staffing according to the following ratios:
Young School Age
	Kindergarten through 3rd grade		-	1 staff for 12 children
Older School Age
	4th grade through 5th grade		-	1 staff for 15 children
Hildebrandt Learning Centers complies with this state regulation by staffing the program according to the schedules provided by families. For this reason, it is very important for families to adhere to their scheduled hours. Should you need to make an unexpected schedule change, please contact the center to make arrangements.   Individuals employed in the school age program are chosen not only for their formal education and training but also for their previous experience. Our highly qualified staff understands the unique qualities of school agers and work diligently to create a nurturing place for your child to establish relationships with appropriate role models and mentors. As per the requirements of the Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare, all employees have obtained the appropriate clearances. 

What should my camper bring?
· Positive/enthusiastic attitude
· Bag Lunch (NO peanut products, please)
· Reusable Water Bottle (please label and provide every day) *
· Sneakers or closed toe shoes
· Comfortable clothing (weather appropriate) 
· Extra set of clothing 
· Hat
· Towel & Bathing Suit (Every Tuesday & Thursday) 
· Sunscreen (labeled with name)
· Book to read
*Reusable water bottles need to be a water container that can be taken home and cleaned daily. 
Personal Items:
It is suggested that families label all articles of clothing and other possessions brought to camp. Easy identification of belongings will prevent items from being lost or misplaced. It is strongly suggested that campers do not bring valuables to summer camp. Please do not allow your child to bring any electronic items to camp. Hildebrandt Learning Centers is not responsible for any lost, stolen, or broken objects. 
Dressing for the weather and/or planned activities is a must! Please refer to the Family Board for information regarding events that may require alternate clothing. 
Can my summer camper wear sandals?
Jellies are cute, Sandals are cool, Swim shoes are neat for a backyard pool but…When coming to camp where we jump and run sneakers please for safety and fun!
Hildebrandt Learning Center does not allow children or teachers to wear open toed shoes. While we love our sandals, they are not the ideal footwear for your camper, especially because we will be engaging in a variety of active activities. If your child does wear open toed shoes he/she may be excluded from certain activities for safety reasons. Therefore, we ask that you respect our policy and refrain from allowing your child to wear sandals to camp. 
What meals are provided?
Hildebrandt will be responsible for providing a daily breakfast and afternoon snack for the campers. We will supply breakfast from 7:30AM to 8:30AM. If your child does not come into camp before 8:30AM, please make sure they have a wholesome breakfast at home. We have found that a day without breakfast or a breakfast consisting of cookies, snack food, etc…can truly make some children irritable, tired, and just “not themselves”. If your child eats breakfast on the way to camp (ex. Pop tart), please make sure that their meal is completed before entering the building. 
What do I pack for lunches?
We require parents to provide a lunch for their child each day. Please make sure these lunches are designed to meet the daily nutritional requirements to help ensure that your camper has a happy healthy summer. The campers are very active during the day and they need to fuel their bodies with healthy foods and plenty of liquids. Campers will be eating lunch either in the pavilion or at South Hills Park most days.   MICROWAVES WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE! 
Peanut Free Product Policy
Hildebrandt Learning Centers (HLC) strives to be a peanut free environment. HLC requests that peanut products are not brought into the center or camp program by families due to the risk that a child with a peanut allergy may come into contact with that food product. HLC also asks that if your child enjoys peanut products, for breakfast or before arriving at the camp, that the child wash their hands thoroughly before entering. This is requested to prevent children with sensitive peanut allergies from experiencing an allergic reaction due to peanut residue left on a child’s hands.

What should my child wear to camp?
· Comfortable clothing (shorts, t-shirts, gym pants) that can get messy
· Closed toe sneakers and socks
· A sweatshirt or sweater for those cooler mornings and rainy days
Please be reminded that there is the possibility that your child’s clothing my get messy, accidents of all types happen. Also, your child may not be able to participate in all activities unless dressed appropriately.
What if my child is has an accident/injury while at camp?
From time to time during play children encounter minor injuries, such as bumps and scratches. Camp staff are trained in first aid to assess a child’s minor injury and provide necessary treatment and comfort.  An Injury Report Form will be completed if injuries occur and will be presented to the family for signature. The center will secure the services of 911 for any injury requiring emergency medical care. A staff member will accompany the child to the source of emergency care and remain with him/her until the parent/guardian arrives and assumes responsibility for the child’s care.  
What if my child becomes ill while at camp?
Please refer to the Child Illness Policy
What if my child needs medication while at camp?
Please refer to the Medication Policy
Sunscreen
It is highly recommended that parents apply a layer of sunscreen in the morning before drop off. All families must complete a sunscreen permission form indicating if an additional application is to be applied. Hildebrandt Learning Centers will be responsible for applying a layer of sunscreen in the afternoon to areas of exposed skin. If you need a sunscreen permission form please speak with camp staff to obtain one.  Hats are also recommended! Also, please provide a bottle of sunscreen to keep at camp, clearly labeled with your child’s name. Please be aware of the expiration date on your child’s sunscreen.

Swimming
Campers will attend the pool here at the VA med center for swimming every Tuesday & Thursday afternoon; weather permitting. Campers will not attend the pool on inclement weather days for safety reasons.  A swimming test will be provided at the pool for all children.  If you child does not pass the swim test he/she will not be permitted to swim in the deep end of the pool. Please be reminded that all children will attend the pool; children who are not prepared for the pool will be required to sit outside of the pool. 
Field Trips
On field trip days, your child must go on the field trip if he/she is in our care that day. When we have field trips, every teacher goes along, leaving no one on site to care for your child.  All families are required to sign field trip permission forms.  Field trip dates, departure and return times will be posted on the Family Board. A posting of all trip information and specifics of the trip will be posted well in advance of all field trips.  Please make note of the field trip departure times and arrive 15 minutes or earlier prior to departure.  This time is needed to take appropriate attendance, make sure everyone has their belongings, group the students with their primary caregiver, and board the bus in a timely manner to ensure that we return to the center at the scheduled time. 
Coolers will be provided for field trips that will extend over lunch. Please remember to pack accordingly and label your child’s lunch. 
Please be reminded that HLC and our staff are not responsible for lost, stolen or misplaced items. Cell phones are not allowed on site or on field trips. The site has a cell phone for emergency use on field trips. 


We are very excited for this summer and look forward to the different activities planned to keep us busy. We want this summer to be fun and memorable for your child. The countdown to summer has begun!
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