Henry (Hank) A. Heim

Major Henry A. Heim’s story is one of the Air Forces’ finest.  During four tours of combat flying in two wars, he went above and beyond the expected norms and exemplified the highest qualities of a combat Aircraft Pilot/Commander.

Wounded during the attack on Pearl Harbor, he then completed 16 anti-submarine patrol missions as a waist gunner on the B-18 bomber.  Subsequently testing for pilot, he was the first of his class to solo in 7 hours and 10 minutes, becoming on of 85 to graduate from a class of 204.  It was the first class of “Flight Officers.” his serial number was T-98.

Completing training on the new B-17 Flying Fortress, he was soon in combat over North Africa and Italy.  Major Heim served as Squadron Leader, Deputy Group Leader and Group Leader Pilot for the 2nd Bombardment Group, 20th Squadron.  Flying perilous missions over Italy, Austria, Hungary, and Germany, he received a battlefield commission to 2nd Lieutenant shortly before completing his 59th mission.  Normally, battlefield commissions are only given to ground officers.

Volunteering for a second tour of duty, he would complete over 24 additional missions for a total of over 75 missions in the European Theater of Operations (ETO).  Serving as copilot for Major Richard Headrick, he participated in the “Surrender of Sardinia.”  During a heroic mission to Bucharest, Romania, completed at night without fighter escort, Major Heim rescued eight seriously wounded American servicemen.  He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) soon thereafter in October 1944.
During the Korean Conflict, Major Heim served as Aircraft Commander, flying B-29s for the 307th Bombardment Wing, 370th Squadron.  During his tour he logged more flight time that any other Aircraft Commander; completing 51 missions.

In addition to the DFC, Major Heim received two Purple Hearts, two Presidential Unit Citations, and the Air Medal with 11 clusters and many other awards.
