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LEBANON VA MEDICAL CENTER RECOGNIZES SUICIDE PREVENTION WEEK
Addressing a vulnerable portion of the constituents served, Lebanon Veterans Affairs Medical Center (LVAMC) pays special attention to the recognition and prevention of suicides.  National Suicide Prevention Week is taking place September 7th through September 13th.
Recently sited as a Best Practice Site for Suicide Prevention by the Joint Commission, the LVAMC stresses the importance of early identification by screening patients.  A fulltime Suicide Prevention Coordinator oversees numerous programs and activities to adequately serve veterans diagnosed with mental illness and who are at risk for suicide.  
LVAMC has implemented a suicide screening questionnaire for ALL patients who enter the medical center through the Emergency Department.  If a veteran screens positively for suicide risk, that person is put on 1:1 suicide observation and a full clinical examination follows. 
Additionally, nursing screening and a Suicide Intent Assessment are completed for ALL patients upon admission to the inpatient psychiatric unit.  Upon discharge from the inpatient psychiatry unit, ALL patients are contacted by the inpatient team by telephone within 72 hours and a follow-up outpatient appointment is given within two weeks of their discharge.  Outpatient Psychiatry staff personally calls ALL patients who fail to show up for their scheduled appointments.

The LVAMC also uses a 24/7 Crisis Intervention Hotline 1-800-273-TALK (8255).  If you, or someone you know is at risk, please call.
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