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LEBANON VA MEDICAL CENTER TO RECOGNIZE NATIONAL SAFETY MONTH AND SPREAD AWARENESS ABOUT PRESCRIPTION DRUG ABUSE AND MISUSE
June has been declared by the National Safety Council (NSC) as National Safety Month.  The Lebanon VA Medical Center (VAMC) will recognize National Safety Month and poisoning prevention week June 16th through the 20th.  The main focus of poisoning prevention week is the abuse and misuse of prescription drugs. 
Misuse and abuse of prescription drugs is one of the major causes of the dramatic increase of accidental drug overdoses.  NSC statistics show that people between the ages 45 to 64 contribute to the rapid growth in accidental overdose death rate.  Between 1992 and 2003 the number of deaths from unintentional overdoses nearly tripled.  The NSC states that the target demographic for drug overdoses today is amidst white non-Hispanic white women.
In order to keep the staff of the Lebanon VAMC, patients, and the public safe, the NSC is encouraging everyone to become aware of the dangers and precautions of the use of prescription drugs. Everyone is advised by the NSC to use caution when taking medications. 
For more information on prescription drug abuse, misuse of prescription drugs, and other National Safety Month tips, please visit the NSC website at www.nsc.org/nsm.
_1270295404.doc
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