
[image: image1.wmf] 

 Lebanon VA 

Medical Center

 

1700 South Lincoln Avenue

 

Lebanon, PA 17042

 

(717) 2

28

-

6079

 

News Release

 

Department of

 

V

 

eterans 

 

Affairs

 


                     Contact: Norman S. Faas, Jr., 717-228-6079

For Immediate Release
May 30, 2008

LEBANON VA MEDICAL CENTER UTILIZES FULL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH STAFF DETECTS EARLY MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES IN VETERANS
Lebanon, PA - Recently sited as a Best Practice Site for Suicide Prevention, the Lebanon VA Medical Center’s (LVAMC) focus continues to be on early identification and prevention of suicide.

A fulltime Suicide Prevention Coordinator oversees numerous programs and activities to adequately serve veterans diagnosed with mental illness and who are at risk for suicide.  The fulltime Suicide Prevention Coordinator directs those activities by identifying high-risk patients and ensuring that the proper services are provided.  A Medical Center Memorandum entitled “Suicide Prevention and the Management of Suicidal Behaviors” was developed to lay out all policies and procedures in the area of suicide.

LVAMC has implemented a suicide screening questionnaire for all patients who are admitted to the center through the Emergency Department.  If a veteran screens positively for suicide risk, that person is put on 1:1 suicide observation and a full clinical examination follows.  Additionally, nursing screening and a Suicide Intent Assessment are completed for all patients upon admission to the inpatient psychiatric unit.  Upon discharge from the inpatient psychiatry unit, all patients are contacted by the inpatient team by telephone within 72 hours and a follow-up outpatient appointment is given within two weeks of their discharge. Furthermore, a member of the Outpatient Psychiatry staff personally calls all patients who fail to show up for their scheduled appointments.

The LVAMC also uses a 24/7 Crisis Intervention Hotline, which all staff have been informed of in both their employee orientation and annual education.  All staff received a memorandum during the winter holiday season reminding and alerting them to the potential risk of mental illness accentuation for certain patient populations around the holiday season. 
# # #

cc: The Lebanon Daily News
FOX - 43

      The Harrisburg Patriot News
WHTM - 27
      The Lebanon Patriot News
WGAL – TV 8

      Intelligencer Journal
WHP – TV 21

      Pottsville Republican
WLBR

      Hershey Chronicle
WHP

      York Daily Record
WPHB

      Elizabethtown Chronicle
WNNK            

      Middletown Press & Journal
WPPA

Paxton Herald
WRFY

York Dispatch
WSBA

      Lebanon County Senior
WEEU

      Reading Eagle                          

      The Merchandiser

NFAAS:qecf        /00/08        00-MR&PA        10        00
_1270295404.doc
[image: image1.png]





 Lebanon VA Medical Center











1700 South Lincoln Avenue



Lebanon, PA 17042



(717) 228-6079















News Release







Department of







V







eterans 







Affairs












