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CHIEF OF PODIATRY CELEBRATES 30 YEAR CAREER AT LEBANON VA MEDICAL CENTER WITH RETIREMENT CEREMONY
The Lebanon VA Medical Center (LVAMC) will honor Dr. Lee J. Sanders, Chief of Podiatry Service with a celebration ceremony on Friday, June 27, 2008.  The celebration presentation will be held at the Medical Center campus at 12:30 pm in the Auditorium in Building 1.  
Robert W. Callahan, Jr., Director of LVAMC, will lead the presentation in honor of Dr. Sanders’ career.  LVAMC is proud to host two special guests for the occasion.  Dr. Jeffrey M. Robbins, DPM serves as the National Program Director, Podiatry Service and is based out of Louis Stokes Cleveland VAMC.  In addition, Dr. Leonard Pogach, who serves as the Veterans’ Affairs Central Office (VACO) Patient Care Services (PCS) National Program Director for Endocrinology and Diabetes, will be in attendance.
Dr. Sanders joined LVAMC staff in 1978 after serving two years in the U.S. Air Force, stationed at Clark Air Force Base, Luzon Island, Philippines.  He received his medical degree from the Temple University of Podiatric Medicine and completed a residency at St. Luke’s and Children’s Medical Center in Philadelphia.  
Included among his professional accomplishments, Dr. Sanders is an Adjunct Clinical Professor in the Department of Podiatric Medicine and Orthopedics at the Temple University School of Podiatric Medicine.  In November 2004, the British Medical Association named A Practical Manual of Diabetic Foot Care Medical Book of the year.  Dr. Sanders, Dr. Michael E. Edmonds and Alethea VM Foster collaborated on this award winning book, which was published for Blackwell Publishing Ltd., Oxford, UK.  In October 2007, the University of Texas Health Science Center San Antonio, School of Medicine, announced the creation of a named professorship in his honor: the Lee J. Sanders Professorship in Lower Extremity Amputation Prevention.

Involved in community affairs, Dr. Sanders has received accolades and awards throughout his career.  Dr. Sanders is the past president for Health Care and Education for the American Diabetes Association (ADA) for 2000-2001 and past Chair of the Association’s Council on Foot Care.  He is also the 2001 recipient of the ADA’s Rachmiel Levine Award for Service in the Cause of Diabetes, and the 2002 Veterans Health Administration’s Mark Wolcott award for Excellence in Clinical Care Delivery.  Dr. Sanders is the author of numerous peer-reviewed publications dealing with diabetic foot complications, Charcot’s joint disease, amputation surgery, and amputation prevention.  He is a medical historian with a special interest in the history of diabetes.
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